
 

Shodh Prakashan 
An International Open Access, Peer Reviewed, Refereed Journal 

ISSN : 2583-9861 

Vol. 1, Issue 12, June 2024 

Available Online : https://shodhprakashan.in/  

 

© Shodh Prakashan  1 

Analytical Study Comparing the Educational Policies of 

Israel and India 

Parhlad Singh Ahluwalia, Editor, Shodh Prakashan, Hisar, Haryana 

Mail ID : ahluwalia002@gmail.com 

 

Introduction 

Education is a cornerstone of national development, playing a pivotal role in shaping 

the socio-economic and cultural fabric of a country. Both Israel and India have made 

significant strides in their educational sectors, guided by distinct policies and frameworks that 

reflect their unique historical, cultural, and socio-political contexts. This study aims to 

provide an analytical comparison of the educational policies of Israel and India, examining 

how these policies have evolved, their implementation, and their impact on educational 

outcomes. 

The objectives of this study are multifaceted. Firstly, it seeks to understand the 

historical development of educational policies in both countries, highlighting key milestones 

and changes over time. Secondly, the study aims to compare the policy frameworks, funding 

mechanisms, and resource allocations that underpin the educational systems in Israel and 

India. Thirdly, it evaluates the effectiveness of these policies in terms of access, equity, 

quality, and outcomes. Lastly, the study identifies the challenges and opportunities within 

each system and provides policy recommendations based on the comparative analysis. 

The structure of the paper is designed to systematically address these objectives. It 

begins with a historical overview of educational policy development in both countries, 

followed by a detailed examination of the policy frameworks. Subsequent sections delve into 

various aspects of the educational systems, including funding, access and equity, quality, 

teacher training, curriculum, technology integration, and outcomes. The paper also includes 

an analysis of recent policy innovations and reforms, stakeholder perspectives, and future 

prospects. The conclusion summarizes the key findings and offers reflections and 

recommendations for policymakers in both countries. 

1. Historical Context and Development of Educational Policies 

Historical Overview of Educational Policy Development in Israel 

The educational policy development in Israel has been deeply influenced by the 

nation's historical, cultural, and socio-political context. Since its establishment in 

1948, Israel has prioritized education as a means of national development and social 

integration. The initial focus was on providing basic education to all citizens, 

including a significant number of immigrants. Over the decades, Israel has developed 
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a robust educational system that includes primary, secondary, and higher education, 

with significant investments in research and development. 

Key milestones in Israel's educational policy include the Compulsory Education Law 

(1949), which mandated free education for children up to the age of 14, later extended 

to 16. The 1953 State Education Law aimed to unify the education system and 

promote national values. In recent years, Israel has focused on integrating technology 

in education, improving educational outcomes, and addressing disparities in access 

and quality. 

Historical Overview of Educational Policy Development in India 

India's educational policy development has been shaped by its colonial past, socio-

economic diversity, and the need to address widespread illiteracy and educational 

disparities. Post-independence, India recognized education as a fundamental right and 

a key driver of socio-economic development. The Education Commission (1964-66) 

laid the foundation for modern educational policy, emphasizing the need for a 

uniform system of education and the promotion of science and technology. 

Significant policy milestones include the National Policy on Education (NPE) 1968, 

which aimed to promote regional languages and universalize primary education, and 

the NPE 1986, which focused on equity, access, and quality. The Right to Education 

Act (2009) marked a significant step by making education a fundamental right for 

children aged 6 to 14. The recent National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to 

overhaul the education system, emphasizing holistic development, vocational training, 

and digital literacy. 

Comparative Analysis of Historical Contexts 

The historical contexts of Israel and India reveal distinct trajectories in educational 

policy development. Israel's policies have been driven by the need to integrate a 

diverse immigrant population and promote national cohesion, while India's policies 

have focused on addressing widespread illiteracy and educational disparities. Both 

countries have made significant strides in expanding access to education, but the 

strategies and outcomes reflect their unique socio-political landscapes. 

2. Policy Framework 

Overview of Israel's Educational Policy Framework 

Israel's educational policy framework is characterized by a centralized system with 

significant government oversight. The Ministry of Education is responsible for 

formulating policies, setting curricula, and overseeing the implementation of 

educational programs. The policy framework emphasizes compulsory education, 

technological integration, and fostering innovation. Israel's education system includes 

various types of schools, such as state secular, state religious, and independent 

schools, catering to different segments of the population. 
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Overview of India's Educational Policy Framework 

India's educational policy framework is a blend of centralized and decentralized 

elements. The Ministry of Education (formerly the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development) sets the overall policy direction, while state governments have 

significant autonomy in implementing policies. The framework emphasizes universal 

access to education, equity, quality, and vocational training. The NEP 2020 outlines a 

comprehensive reform agenda aimed at transforming the education system to meet the 

needs of the 21st century. 

Comparative Analysis of Policy Frameworks 

The policy frameworks of Israel and India reflect their distinct governance structures 

and priorities. Israel's centralized approach allows for uniform policy implementation 

and quick adaptation to emerging challenges. In contrast, India's decentralized 

framework provides flexibility to address regional disparities but poses challenges in 

ensuring uniform policy execution. Both frameworks emphasize the importance of 

technology, innovation, and quality in education, but the strategies and mechanisms 

differ. 

3. Funding and Resource Allocation 

Educational Funding in Israel: Sources and Allocation 

In Israel, educational funding primarily comes from government sources, including 

the central government and local authorities. The budget allocation covers various 

aspects such as teacher salaries, infrastructure development, technological integration, 

and special education programs. The government also invests significantly in higher 

education and research institutions. Private funding and philanthropic contributions 

also play a role, particularly in higher education. 

Educational Funding in India: Sources and Allocation 

India's educational funding comes from both central and state governments, with 

contributions from private sector and international organizations. The funding covers 

a wide range of areas, including infrastructure development, teacher salaries, 

scholarships, and midday meal programs. The NEP 2020 emphasizes increasing 

public investment in education to 6% of GDP and encourages public-private 

partnerships to enhance resource availability. 

Comparative Analysis of Funding and Resource Allocation 

Comparing the funding and resource allocation mechanisms of Israel and India 

reveals key differences and similarities. Israel's education system benefits from 

substantial government funding and a relatively high GDP per capita, enabling 

significant investment in quality and innovation. India's funding mechanism is more 

complex due to its federal structure, with varying levels of investment and outcomes 
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across states. Both countries face challenges in ensuring equitable distribution of 

resources and maximizing the impact of funding on educational outcomes. 

4. Access and Equity 

Access to Education in Israel: Policies and Outcomes 

Israel has made significant strides in providing universal access to education. 

Compulsory education laws and robust infrastructure have ensured high enrollment 

rates in primary and secondary education. However, disparities exist, particularly 

among Arab and ultra-Orthodox Jewish communities. The government has 

implemented targeted programs to address these disparities and promote inclusive 

education. 

Access to Education in India: Policies and Outcomes 

India's efforts to improve access to education have resulted in increased enrollment 

rates at the primary level, driven by policies such as the Right to Education Act and 

various incentive programs. However, challenges remain in ensuring consistent access 

and retention, particularly in rural and marginalized communities. The NEP 2020 

aims to address these challenges by focusing on universal access, early childhood 

education, and reducing dropout rates. 

Comparative Analysis of Access and Equity 

Both Israel and India have made significant progress in improving access to 

education, but disparities persist. Israel's challenges are more focused on specific 

communities, while India's issues are more widespread, affecting rural, economically 

disadvantaged, and marginalized groups. Both countries are implementing targeted 

policies to address these disparities, but the scale and complexity of the challenges 

differ. 

5. Quality of Education 

Quality of Education in Israel: Indicators and Policies 

Israel's education system is known for its high standards and emphasis on innovation. 

Policies focus on teacher training, curriculum development, and technological 

integration. Standardized testing and assessments are used to monitor quality and 

outcomes. Israel also invests heavily in higher education and research, contributing to 

its reputation as a leader in innovation and technology. 

Quality of Education in India: Indicators and Policies 

Improving the quality of education is a major focus of India's educational policies. 

The NEP 2020 emphasizes holistic development, critical thinking, and vocational 

training. Challenges include large class sizes, inadequate infrastructure, and variations 
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in teacher quality. Initiatives such as teacher training programs, curriculum reforms, 

and digital education are aimed at addressing these issues. 

Comparative Analysis of the Quality of Education 

Comparing the quality of education in Israel and India reveals differences in policy 

focus and outcomes. Israel's emphasis on innovation, technology, and higher 

education contrasts with India's focus on addressing foundational issues such as 

infrastructure and teacher quality. Both countries recognize the importance of quality 

education and are implementing policies to enhance learning outcomes. 

6. Teacher Training and Professional Development 

Teacher Training Policies and Programs in Israel 

Israel places a strong emphasis on teacher training and professional development. 

Programs are designed to enhance pedagogical skills, subject knowledge, and 

technological proficiency. Continuous professional development and support systems 

are in place to ensure that teachers remain updated with the latest educational 

practices and technologies. 

Teacher Training Policies and Programs in India 

India faces significant challenges in teacher training due to the large number of 

educators and varying levels of training quality. The NEP 2020 aims to revamp 

teacher education by introducing integrated teacher training programs, continuous 

professional development, and performance assessments. Initiatives such as the 

National Initiative for School Heads and Teachers Holistic Advancement (NISHTHA) 

are aimed at improving teacher quality. 

Comparative Analysis of Teacher Training and Professional Development 

The approaches to teacher training and professional development in Israel and India 

reflect their educational priorities and challenges. Israel's well-established systems 

and continuous support mechanisms contrast with India's efforts to overhaul and 

standardize teacher education. Both countries recognize the critical role of teachers in 

improving educational outcomes and are implementing policies to enhance teacher 

quality. 

7. Curriculum and Pedagogy 

Curriculum Development and Pedagogical Approaches in Israel 

Israel's curriculum emphasizes critical thinking, problem-solving, and technological 

literacy. The curriculum is regularly updated to reflect changing societal and 

economic needs. Pedagogical approaches encourage active learning, project-based 

learning, and the integration of technology in the classroom. 

Curriculum Development and Pedagogical Approaches in India 
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India's curriculum development is guided by the National Curriculum Framework, 

which emphasizes holistic development, cultural heritage, and scientific temper. The 

NEP 2020 aims to introduce a more flexible and multidisciplinary curriculum, 

reducing the emphasis on rote learning and promoting experiential learning. 

Pedagogical reforms include the use of technology, interactive teaching methods, and 

continuous assessment. 

Comparative Analysis of Curriculum and Pedagogy 

Comparing the curriculum and pedagogical approaches of Israel and India highlights 

differences in educational priorities and methods. Israel's focus on innovation and 

technology contrasts with India's emphasis on holistic development and reducing rote 

learning. Both countries are implementing reforms to make education more relevant 

and engaging for students. 

8. Technology Integration in Education 

Technology Use and Policies in Education in Israel 

Israel is a global leader in integrating technology into education. Policies promote the 

use of digital tools, online learning platforms, and innovative teaching methods. The 

government supports the development of EdTech startups and collaborates with 

technology companies to enhance educational delivery. 

Technology Use and Policies in Education in India 

India is making significant strides in integrating technology into education, driven by 

the Digital India initiative and the NEP 2020. Policies focus on providing digital 

infrastructure, promoting online learning, and using technology to improve access and 

quality. Challenges include digital divide and varying levels of technological literacy. 

Comparative Analysis of Technology Integration 

Both Israel and India recognize the potential of technology to transform education. 

Israel's advanced technological infrastructure and innovation ecosystem contrast with 

India's efforts to bridge the digital divide and provide equitable access to technology. 

Both countries are leveraging technology to enhance educational outcomes, but the 

approaches and challenges differ. 

9. Outcomes and Impact 

Educational Outcomes in Israel: Literacy Rates, Student Performance, etc. 

Israel has achieved high literacy rates and strong student performance in international 

assessments. The focus on quality, innovation, and higher education has contributed 

to positive educational outcomes and a highly skilled workforce. 

Educational Outcomes in India: Literacy Rates, Student Performance, etc. 
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India has made significant progress in improving literacy rates and enrollment, but 

challenges remain in terms of learning outcomes and quality. The NEP 2020 aims to 

address these issues through comprehensive reforms. Despite progress, disparities in 

educational outcomes persist across regions and socio-economic groups. 

Comparative Analysis of Educational Outcomes 

The educational outcomes in Israel and India reflect their distinct challenges and 

policy priorities. Israel's high performance in literacy and student assessments 

contrasts with India's efforts to address foundational issues and disparities. Both 

countries are implementing policies to improve educational outcomes, but the context 

and strategies differ. 

10. Challenges and Opportunities 

Challenges Faced by the Education System in Israel 

Israel faces challenges related to educational disparities among different communities, 

integrating technology, and maintaining quality in a diverse education system. 

Addressing these challenges requires targeted policies and continuous investment. 

Challenges Faced by the Education System in India 

India faces challenges related to access, quality, infrastructure, and teacher training. 

The large and diverse population, regional disparities, and resource constraints add 

complexity to these challenges. The NEP 2020 aims to address these issues through 

comprehensive reforms. 

Comparative Analysis of Challenges and Opportunities 

Both Israel and India face unique challenges in their education systems, but 

opportunities for improvement exist. Israel's focus on innovation and technology 

provides opportunities to address disparities, while India's comprehensive reform 

agenda offers potential for significant improvements in access and quality. 

11. Policy Innovations and Reforms 

Recent Policy Innovations and Reforms in Israel 

Recent policy innovations in Israel include integrating technology in education, 

promoting STEM education, and enhancing higher education and research. These 

initiatives aim to maintain Israel's competitive edge in innovation and technology. 

Recent Policy Innovations and Reforms in India 

India's NEP 2020 represents a major reform aimed at overhauling the education 

system. Key innovations include introducing a multidisciplinary curriculum, 

promoting vocational education, and enhancing teacher training. These reforms aim to 

make education more relevant and improve outcomes. 
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Comparative Analysis of Policy Innovations and Reforms 

Comparing recent policy innovations and reforms in Israel and India highlights 

different approaches to improving education. Israel's focus on technology and higher 

education contrasts with India's comprehensive reform agenda aimed at foundational 

issues. Both countries are implementing policies to address their unique challenges 

and leverage opportunities. 

12. Stakeholder Perspectives 

Perspectives of Educators, Policymakers, and Stakeholders in Israel 

Educators, policymakers, and stakeholders in Israel emphasize the importance of 

quality, innovation, and addressing disparities. Collaboration between government, 

private sector, and educational institutions is seen as crucial for achieving educational 

goals. 

Perspectives of Educators, Policymakers, and Stakeholders in India 

In India, stakeholders highlight the need for improved access, quality, and teacher 

training. The NEP 2020 has received support for its comprehensive approach, but 

implementation challenges remain a concern. Collaboration and public-private 

partnerships are seen as essential for success. 

Comparative Analysis of Stakeholder Perspectives 

The perspectives of stakeholders in Israel and India reflect their unique educational 

contexts and priorities. Both countries recognize the importance of collaboration and 

continuous improvement, but the focus areas and challenges differ. 

13. Future Prospects and Recommendations 

Future Directions for Educational Policy in Israel 

Future directions for educational policy in Israel include enhancing technological 

integration, addressing disparities, and promoting lifelong learning. Continued 

investment in higher education and research is crucial for maintaining Israel's 

competitive edge. 

Future Directions for Educational Policy in India 

India's future educational policy directions include implementing the NEP 2020, 

improving access and quality, and leveraging technology. Addressing regional 

disparities and ensuring effective implementation are key priorities. 

Policy Recommendations for Both Countries 

Policy recommendations for Israel and India include: 
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- Enhancing collaboration between government, private sector, and educational 

institutions 

- Focusing on continuous professional development for teachers 

- Promoting equity and addressing disparities in access and quality 

- Leveraging technology to improve educational delivery and outcomes 

- Investing in research and innovation to address emerging challenges 

14. Conclusion 

Summary of Key Findings 

The study provides a comprehensive analysis of the educational policies of Israel and 

India, highlighting similarities and differences in their approaches, challenges, and 

outcomes. 

Final Thoughts and Reflections 

Both Israel and India have made significant strides in improving their education 

systems, but challenges remain. Continuous investment, innovation, and targeted 

policies are crucial for achieving educational goals. 

Directions for Future Research 

Future research should focus on evaluating the impact of recent policy reforms, 

understanding the role of technology in education, and exploring strategies for 

addressing disparities in access and quality. 
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